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; We envision a child contered : 1 = : :
co-educational school in which everybody i L2 ' | ! -y - . .
el e imespective of caste, creed, gender, socal ' _r“ : [
B e - H  and economic status, privileged or under il : Y
: ] privileged, gets equal opportunities and 1]
- contributes he/her best for the cause Seeemn NN LA B B EE B L H
= ] of the society ="
3 To realize our wision, we are working .! —
e towards grooming each child as a l I I. II II I .I
= _-f% responsible and sensibie citizen by: - ~ s k
e A . ] == - e - -
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s LI LT ll o .
; f Imparting holistic education to children *-fr;:r their all-round development.
i s ] . » Working on child centered techniques of teaching-learning.

Trying to draw out the best in children, as we believe each child is
bestowed with some special talent by God Almighty.

:FE-.,- .. i i .

* Inculcating a sense of responsibility and social awareness among children,

s ::I'. * [nstilling in them self-control, self-discipline, self-dependence power of
= 5 Re | Initiative and winning attitude.

& | il » Helping them learn the norms of social behaviour and interaction and
q dignity of Human behaviour in particular.
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Helping them get prepared to face the challenges of tomorrow.
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Prayer for Golden Jubilee Year

Lord of mercy and compassion, we thank you for
the manifold blessings you have showered upon us
and upon our society during the past fifty years
through Saint Thomas Convent School. As we
celebrate the 50th anniversary of our beloved
institution, we pray that we may be inspired by the
teachings of lesus Christ and our patron saint
Thomas. Bless all the people who worked tirelessly
for the progress of this school, especially our
pioneers, bishops, managers, principals, teachers,
parents, former students, non-teaching staff, civil
authorities, well-wishers and benefactors through-
out its fifty-years of history. Thank you, Lord, for
giving us the opportunity to be part of this temple
of learning, and to be an instrument of love and
justice in our society and nation. Enlighten us and
strengthen us with your Spirit to prepare ourselves
to celebrate the Golden Jubifee with zeal and
enthusiasm. Lord, continue to bless us, and our
institution with your grace so that we become true
witnesses of your love and be true nation-builders,
Let our institution be a light and life to the Pauri-
Garhwal Region.

St. Thomas Convent School, Pauri b i (rolden Jubilee Souvenir 1973 -2023
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MESSAGE

| am delighted to learn that 5t. Thomas Convent School, Pauri-Garhwal, under the
management of the Education Society of the Eparchy of Bijnior, is publishing a souvenir to
commemorate its Golden Jubilee. Over the past several decades, the school has excelled
in shaping the character and enhancing the academic standards of countless students.
Education, as Aristotle beautifully expressed, is not just about imparting knowledge but
also about moulding the character of individuals. According to him, “The roots of educa-
tion are bitter, but its fruit is sweet.” Students should gain the wisdom to discern right
from wrong and utilize their knowledge for personal growth and societal benefit,

5t. Thomas School has effectively achieved this; providing students with a taste of the
sweetness of education despite the challenges of the learning process. The effort of the
schiool for the past fifty years has contributed significantly to the transformation of the
society by shaping the youth. A Christian institution like yours aims to impart knowledge
as well as to guide students in navigating life's challenges with moral integrity.

On the occasion of 5t. Thomas School’s Golden Jubilee, | am confident that it feals proud
of its achievement in shaping the minds and hearts of students for their betterment and
the progress of society. | would like to extend my appreciation to the Management, staff
and students and send my blessings to all |

& @_ﬂ;
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Mar Raphael Thattil
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

Syro-Malabiar Moisnt 51 Thomas, PE. Mo 3110, Kekkanad 2.0, Ermal; majoraichinshopioesl.com
Major Archiepiscopal Curia ichi - GR2030, Keraln, India | Ted Q484-2428271 Website: www syromaabarchurch o
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George Cardinal Alencherry

Prot. No. 08582022

MESSAGE

| am very happy to know that St. Thomas Covent School, Paurl, Garhwal founded in 1973,
under the management of the Education Society of the Eparchy of Bijnor, is publishing a
souvenir on the occasion of its Golden Jubilee Celebration. It is commendable to learn
that ail these 50 years, this institution has tried to retain it's identity by infusing academic
excellence and moulding good citizens for tomorrow, inculcating in them the values of
faith in God, humility, compassion, forgiveness, moral uprightness and so on. | hope that
the schiool will further strengthen its focus on its contribution in the feld of education,
personality development and charity etc.

The-amount of knowledge that is available today will prove meaningless if the children are
not directed properly. A school is like a lamp on the hill tops to light up its surroundings.
It provides students with a hoble vision and an appropriate approach to life.

| congratulate everyone who has added up towards the betterment of the children and
the institution. | extend my warm greetings and felicitations to all those who are
assaciated with this school and | wish every success to this souvenir, | appreciate all those
who worked behind this noble effort.

May God bless you all

+
é _'-"hj.-f"

Cardinal George Alencherry

The: Sy = Malshar Mnjor Archicpscopal Curin
Wiina L Theamss, P8 Mo, 3010, PO Kakiansd, Kachl - 882 030, Kenla. badia
Tiol; (DR | 242000, T4 GE, IR N (06040 223377, Menmll najponescbbsbopiigmall com, Wlklagrewew. sysvrmalshan Sorch. in
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MESSAGE

il Being in the 50th year of existence is undoubtedly a remarkable achievement for any instit-
1 ution. Itis a proud moment for the entity as it has a long story to tell: the story of pain and
1 gain, the story of victories and failures, the story of sweat and blood, the story of fears and
BisnoP VINCENT A uncertainties... As for 5t. Thomas, Pauri, those stories have now turned out to be pebbles
NELLAIPARAMBIL of memair, to be engraved in the golden letters of history. May |, right at the beginning of
President, ESDB this message, salute those architects who made the impossible possiblel My humble
prayers are for those pioneers who materialized this dream for 5t. Thomas, Pauri. There
are few among them who are no more with us today but are gone for their reward in
heaven. Bowing my head in prayerful hamage to them, | thank God Almighty for all those
that are with us today, and for all that we have received from time to time through their
instrumentality. Many Rewv. Fathers, Sisters, Brothers, and other committed people have
been part of this institution of learning, making it what it is today. | am sure that, looking
at this institution now, they all must be feeling proud to have beéen a part of it.

St. Thomas School, Pauri, has always stood for certain principles without compromising its
honour and integrity. A fact check would paint a clear picture of the truth that the instit- [
ution has had an immense impact on the socio-politico-economic growth of Pauri.

Ever since the arrival of the missionaries in Pauri, the hill district has seen multi- |
dimensional growth in all facets of its life. The age-oid Messmore Inter College, another
Christian education institution in Pauri, established in 1873, has always stood as a beacon
of knowledge and learning in all aspects of its fife. Thousands got educated at this prestig-
wous institution. A century later, with the founding of the St. Thomas Convent School in
1973, there was a leap in English education that unwrapped new avenues and possibilities.
The immense trust the people of Pauri placed in the missionaries while sending their wards
to the school and the support and guidance it received from various departments
throughout these years are all recalled at this moment with a grateful heart. Over these
/ years, 5t. Thomas 5chool has seen a collective growth in its glory, and | pray to the Almighty

——
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that the same spirit of unity and solidarity may continue so that this institution may
achieve greater heights.

it e e

‘Education is that which remains, if one has forgotten everything he learned in school,”
says Albert Einstein. In fact, the sole purpose of education is to make a person, a human
being—a being who has a sense of God and fellow human beings. An educational i
institution is therefore, a place where the transformation of every person takes place—the
transformation from a person to a human. Once a person goes out of school after having
completed hisfher studies, hefshe is expected to put all those values, disciplines, and
maorals into action, thus making himsetf/herself a person of integrity and truthfulness. Even
if he/she forgets everything else but succeeds in living for society, serving it with love, as
the school motto suggests, and making a difference in it with his/her existence, then
his/her education is considered worthy and productive.

R i .

Education is also the window that opens an individual to the outer world, It is a force that
drives a person toward uprightness. It connects people, societies, countries, and
continents. At this juncture, | remember all those students who, once part of the 5t
Thomas Family, have made their impact on various levels of life, be it within the country
or abroad!

B

i Pope Francis calls for a global education pact with humanity at its centre. "To educate is
always an act of hope, one that calls for cooperation in turning a barren and paralyzing
1 indifference into another way of thinking that recognizes our interdependence.” He also
endorses that any form of education, devoid of the sense of fellow brethren, Is futile. He
encourages parents to accompany their children in the education process: "Parents
themselves enjoy the right to choose freely the kind of education—accessible and of good
quality=which they wish to give their children in accordance with their convictions”,

——bae -
e

My special congratulations go to Fr Kjo Thomas, the Manager, 5r Prasada CMC, the
Principal, all Rev Sisters, staff members (teaching and non-teaching), parents, students,
and all well-wishers for being part of this historical milestone—the 50th founding year of

St Thomas School, Pauri. May God bless you all!

o Vincent MNellaiparambil
President, ESDB

With warm regards and blessings,

—— e e i e b et
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MESSAGE

Gartiwal had been an unknown land Tor the new CMI missicnaries. it was Fr. Tom Jogse who took daring steps to
expdone-the hamardous hilly region. Fr, Tom lose reached Pauri on June 12, 1973, Inftially be met My oo Chawfin
whao had been staying ot Gadoli and started living in his house. From August "73 he shifted his stay in a rented
rosam close to the Prayer House at Chopra on the way to the small Pauri town ship, Br Auglstine Eeemattom
CAAI, the first regent in Bijnor alio gave his company for a few days, Later Fr. Tom bose shifted his tent intoa
Bhotia house on the read, before Dandapani from where he launched Into the initial stages of the school at
Paurd, Later, late Fr. Raymond asd Fr. Lucas Kapizgrmala also joined Pauri and they together continued exploring
to see into the possibilities all through the area. Fr. Tom Jose purchased the present school campus.

Bishop Emeritus On June 28, 1973 they got a building of Mr. A.B Singh on rént at Chogra a5 the first residence building [convent]
uf'lﬂjnur for the newly arriving CAC Sisters to fook after the then proposed school at Paurl, The first Sisters were 5S¢,
: Januarius, 5 Gina and 5r. Roenet, Later Fr. Tom Jose managed to get space meant for a small shog close tothe

BijleGhar, in which be opened the new school on Sept 07, 1973 and named it as Vimala Coneent Schoal.

The school was started with just two students whom they managed to get after waiting for many days. With
ke hielp of the CMC Sisters, the strength of the school slowly but steadily grew and the school was shifted into
the basement of the Bata shop opposite to Garhwal Sweet Howse, Later Fr. Tom bose was transferred from Pari
and Fr. fohn Vadakel was appointed in-charge of Pauri mission station and Manager of the school, Later as the
Aumber the Mudents and sections went up, new building was successively arranged on rent for Fie years, and
the schiool was partially or fully shifted into them. Finally, step by step, all the classes were shifted into the shied
built and the present priest's residence in the present schoal campus,

The new school building was completed and Blessed, dasses were shifted nte it but the nursery classes con-
kinued functioning in the shed attached to the Priest's residence. Since the secend building was completed all
the classes were accommodated in the schoo! bulldings. The school steadily grew in strength and quality. Till to
date all chitdren passed out both in class ) and Xil with enviable distinctions. In short God has been so gragious
and gererous gown throtgh the 50 years in the enwvicus growth of 5t Thomas School for which the dedication
of CMC Sisters has to be remembencd with thankful hearts. &ll the priests as Managers rendered their untiving
effarts to bring the school 0o it qualitative fame. Bp. Gratian Mundadan ChA1 Ras to be rememberad as the
hierale captain who sailed the ship of 52 Thomas even in turbulent rough witers down the pears:

&g the Golden Jubilee of the school is being solemnly cetebrated, | wish abundznce of God's Blessings on the
staff and the Management 1o strive that the school will touch the zenith of success in educating new geneara-
Hans of students wive will further the fame and glorous succass of 55 Thomas School, Pauri,

+ Bishop John Vadakel CMI

S5t. Thomas Convent School, Pauri (yolden Jubilee Souvenir 1973 -2023




Congregation of the Mother of Carmel
Mouni Carmel Generalale, Aluva

-|

|
\ MESSAGE
1

n I am delighted to know that 5t. Thomas Convent School s bringing out a souvenir to
commemorate its Golden Jubliee Celebration. The school has left an-indelible Imprint in

—

——— — | the field of education by completing 50 years of commendable service to the people of
SR.GRACE , Pauir.
‘. TI'IEH[S_E CMC \ It is @ matter of great pride that this institution has risen to great heights of excellence by i
Superior General, CMC constant striving to better the best. Excellence is the distinguishing mark of this instituti- |

on., The school is pledged to providing quality education. The pride in providing a caring
ll atmosphere to all its students is just conducive for the young minds to be nurtured.
Besides academic excellence, the school is committed to inculcating in all its students
strong ethical values of integrity, politeness, kindness and respect for all. It ignites the
young minds and moulds the pupils into good citizens as well a5 the good leaders of the
nation. The school plays a great role in shaping the character and personality of the child,
the society and its peopie in the sphere of social, economic, mental, moral and physical
development.

e

I would like to extend my heartiest felicitations to the Manager Fr. JijoPalathinkal, Principal
&r. Prasada CMC, teachers, non-teaching staff, students and the parents for being a great
support ard source of inspiration in all matters of the school.

P

May God bless you and all your endeavors.
‘I_-._r:‘

Sr. Grace Therese CMC
Superior General

Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1973 -2023 St Thomas Convent School, Pauri
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MESSAGE

| am indeed happy to know that 5t. Thomas Convent School, Pauri is celebrating the
Galden Jubilee of its existence in this hill town Pauri. On this occasion | extend my deepest
appreciation for all those people, the pioneers and the present ones, whose commitment
to their mission combined with hard work contributed in seripting the success story of this
Institution

| do appreciate and acknowledge its achievements in academic excellence and the contri-

butions it has been making in building up a healthy society rooted in values and moulding

citizens who are conscious of their responsibilities and rights towards the nation, |

My heartiest congratulation to the management, staff and students.

May the good Lord continue to bless you afl. [
-
i

H_ILH/L E—%ﬁﬂ.ﬁﬂ = r,\ﬁ. "
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MESSAGE

It's-a matter of immense pleasure that St.Thomas Convent School, Paurl has entered into its
Golden Jubilee yvear to commemorake the occasion, school is bringing out its Golden Jubilee
Souvenir,

St, Thomas Convent School, Pauri has been playing an important role in imparting education. They
have made significant contribution in educating students as well as have enabled them to take
lead rode in the soclety. | hope the collective efforts of the teachers, students and management
would enable the institution to scale great heights in the future.

I'compliment 5t. Thomas Convent School, Pauri on this auspicious occasion-and wish the com-
memorative edition all success.

Best wishes.

St Thomas Convent School, Pauri . {zolden '||i||i-|'r' Souvemir 1973 =2023




Mahavir Singh Bisht Diirector, Secondary Education,
FPES Ciarhwal Mandal Pauri

mahavireduiemail com,
Ph No. 941236742

MESSAGE

' It is with great pleasure and profound admiration that | extend my heartfelt Congratulations on

. il the momentous occasion of the Galden jubilee celebration of 5t. Thomas Convent Schaal, Pauri,
H.AHM"]H SINGH BISHT As we gather together on 21 September 2023, to commemarate Fifty years of excellence in edu-
P E. S cation and service, We reflect upon the remarkable journey of this Christian Minority Institution
Director Under the esteemed management of Education Society of Diccese of Bijnor,

EEﬂlrldarjr Education Thoughtout the past five decades, 5t. Thomas Convent Schoal, Pauri has stood as a beacon of
knowledge, compassion and faith, nurturing countless voung minds and shaping then into
responsible and compassionate individuals. It is truly a testament of the dedication . and
unwavering commitment of the school's management, faculty and staff that this institution coun-
Hnues to thrive and leave an indelible mark on the lives of all who have been associated with it

This Golden Jubilee celebration B not merely a commemoration of the past but also a celebration
of the bright future that lies ahead, the values instilled within the students here will undoubtedly
continue to inspire them. It has become beacon of hope and agents of positive change in society.

As we gather to celebrate this significant milestone, let us also express our gratitude to all the
visionary leaders, diligent educators, supportive parents and above all, the generations of
students who have contributed to the rich legacy of 5t. Thiomas Coment Schoal,.

hay this Golden jubilee colebration be filled with joyous memaries, heart-warming reunions and
a reaffirmation of the values that have guided this institution through the years. Let us cherish the
bonds of friendship and camaraderie that have been formed within these walls and look forward
to many more years of success and accomplishments,

On behalf of the Educanion Department, | extend my warmest greetings and best wishes for a
memorable and inspiring Golden Jubilee Celebration, May God's blessings continue to guide and
protect St Thomas Comvent School, illuminating the path for greetings to come,

With utmost respect and admiration |

Mahavir Singh Bisht

S5t Thomas Convent School, Pauri




Dr. ANAND BHARDWAJ

Joint DMrector
Secondary Education

MESSAGE
DR. ANAND : It is a matter of immense pleasure that 5t. Thomas Convent School Paurl is celebrating
BHAHIWH its Golden Jubilee this year and on this landmark the management, principal and staff
Joint Director is publishing itz Golden Jubilee Souvenir.
Secondary Education . According to Swami Vivekanand - "Every soul is potentially divine and manifestation

of that divinity is leading to realization of the supremea”.

On the same line 5t. Thomas Comnvent School is setting outstanding landmark in the
sphere of education. | extend my best wishes for the same.

{Dr. Anand Bhardwaj)

Yours faithfully,

5t. Thomas Convent School, Pauri (Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1973




Dr. S. B. JOSHI
PE.S
Additional Director, School Education I

Garhwal Mandal

MESSAGE

it is a2 matter of immense pleasure and profound admiration that 5t. Thomas Convent School, Pauri
has been celebrating it's Golden Jubilee Year, | wish to extend my warm wishes to commemorate
Fifty years of excellence in educational services. The institution has & remarkable and splendid
journey in the leadership of the esteemed management of Education Society of Diocese of Bijnor,

Additional Director
School Education During the past five decades, 5t. Thomas Convent School, Paurl has praven itself as a pace sefting
Garhwal Mandal centre of knowledge, compassion and faith through nurturing of young minds and shaping into

responsible and compassionate citizens with utmast human values.

it is manifestation of the dedication and unwavering commitment of the school’s management,
faculty and staff that this institution continues to theive and teave an indetibbe mark on the lves of
all who have been associated with it | hope that Golden Jubllee celebration will not only be-a
commemaration of the past but also a celebration of the bright future that lkes ahead thraugh the
path of Mational Educational Policy 2020.

I also congratulate all its stakehalders for this significant milestone, along with gratitude to all the
viskonary leaders, diligent educators, supportive parents and the generations of students who have
contributed 1o the rich legacy of St Thomas Comvent Schoal. [

May this Golden Jubllee celebration be filled with joyvous memaries, heartwarming reunions and
leveraging the values that have guided this institubion through the yvears, Let us cherish the bonds
of friendship and camaraderie that have been framed within these walls and look forward to many
more years of success and accomplishments.

— T pe— - |
——

On behalf of the Department of Schoof Education, | wish to extend rmy warmest greetings and best
wishes towhole staff and students for a memorable and inspiring Golden Jubilee Celebeation,

e ik

With Regards,

J Dr. S. B. Joshi

St Thomas Convent School, Pauri




OFFICE OF CHIEF EDUCATION OFFICER PAURI

: MESSAGE

~ ; ] | feel immense delight to know that Saint Thomas convent school seated in the
Dinesn EI.'HHDHA Gaur tranquil town, Pauri has completed fifty years of its glorious journey. The instit-
CEQ, Fﬁ‘-“'l ution has made the most of its opportunities and carved a place of pride in the
heart of the town. My sincere felicitations to the management, staff and

students on this momentous milestone of their journey.

| wish the chosen path of the school will lead to more glory, much maore
grandeur and steadfast development towards the road of its platinum phase.

With regards

™=

Mr. Dinesh Chandra Gaur
CEO Pauri

St Thomas Convent School, Pauri . {zolden '||i||i-|'r' Souvemir 1973 =2023




V. S. RAWAT

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to extend my good wishes to 5t. Thomas Convent School
Pauri and its family on the occasion of its Golden Jubilee celebration. 5t. Thomas Convent
School Pauri is an epitome of education in the town. Since my daughters studied in the
school, | personally feel emotionally attached to it.

| believe the Golden Jubilee celebration will make the students, staff and the parents
jubilant with the success the school has achieved so far, The messages, articles,
experiences of alumni and staff in the souvenir will enable the students to be benefitted
in a larger way. My best wishes to the management, administration, staff, students and
the parents.

With regards

Wig

V. 5. RAWAT

Golden |'|||'l||r._'r.' Souvenir 1973 =223 S5t Thomas Convent School, Pauri




GOVIND KUMAR
SHO, Pauri

MESSAGE

Congratulations-5t. Thomas Covent School on your 50th
anniversary, I'm glad that | got this opportunity to add
few words to your souvenir. Firstly, lots of love for the
students. | hope you all have a bright future, work hard
and stay away from all the negativity. Focus on your
goals, and best of luck for the future. And many many
hErpp_'gr returns of the day for the schooi.

With regards

Govind Kumar
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SAVED AALAM
Block Educational Officer (BEQ)
Pauri

MESSAGE |

Dear Students, Teachers, Staff, Parents, and Well-wishers of 5t. Thomas School Pauri,

Warm grestings to all on this momentous occasion - the Golden Jubilee celebration of 5t. Thomas
School Pauri!

As the Block Education Officer of Pauri, | am honored and privileged to witness the profound impact
that 5t. Thomas School has had on generations of stodents and the community at large, Cver the

; last five decades, this school has consistenthy upheld its commitment to academic excellence, moral
Bhd{-ﬁdu{aﬂm ﬂfﬁ_f.ﬂl' (BEO values, and holistic development of its students.

of Pauri

This Golden Jubilee serves as a remarkable milestone for us to reflect on the school's legacy of ded-

| ication, passion, and tireless effort in providing quality education to countless individuals, 5t
Thomas School has not only bean a beacon of knowledge but also a center for fostering a sense of
respansibility, empathy, and resilience amang its students

The success stories of 5t Thomas Schoaol alumnd, spread across various- walks of life, stand as-a
testament to the exceptional education imparted hera. From accomplished professionals to leaders |
in diverse fields, the school has contributed significantly to society, instilling in its students a
commitment to service and the pursuit of excellence 1

On this auspicious occasion, | would like to extend my heartfelt appreciation o the visionary I
founders, the dynamic management, the diligent staff, and the supportive parents, all of whom
have played a vital role in nurturing the school's growth and development.

urge every student and member of the 5t. Thomas School community ta take inspiration from the
past achievements and use them s a stepping stonme towards even greater accomplishments in the
future. Let us work together to make this institution an even more vibrant hub of knowledge,
compassion, and progress.”

I extend my warmest wishes to the entire 5t Thomas Schiool Paurl family as you embark on this
jubdifant celebration. May this. momentous occasion mark the beginning of a new chapter filled with
boundiess opportunities, continued success, and unwavering dedication to the pursuit of
excellence,

Congratulations onoe again on this remarkable milestone, May the spirit of 5t Thomas School Pauri
shine brighthy for generations to comel

Saved Aalam

St Thomas Convent School, Pauri




Provincial Superior

E Sr. SMITHA CMC

MESSAGE

"0 give thanks to the Lord for His great love is without end”, (Ps:136:1)

My heartfelt felicitations to St.Thomas Convent School, Pauri, as it celebrates its Golden
: . . lubilee this year. It is both a remarkable achievement and an auspicious occasion for the
SR. SMITHA CMC school Management, 5farﬁ. students and penpilﬁ inand amundlthe mwn.m helgrateful t:':l-
God for His providential care and strengthening presence, since the inception of this
institution in the year 1973.

Rolling back 50 years, the situation of this particular place was just 3 piece of forest land
clustered with trees which was the habitat of wild animals. The far sighted vision of the
then authorities and the sincere collaboration of the missionaries together with the
dedicated staff made the dream of a school in to a reality.

Provincial Superior

“A dream does not become reality through magic; it takes sweat, determination and hard
work”, Colin Powell had rightly said and the same Is true in the case of 5t.Thomas School
Pauri, At this juncture the initial struggle the beginners faced is deeply cherished and
valued. It was their indomitable spirit and commitment that brought such an achievement
to this institution.

For the last five decades, under the able guidance of Reverend fathers and CMC sisters the
Institution grew into a big tree giving shelter to many under its roof. With the advancement
of years the students spent time and tatent, thus leading to the discovery of their future
exhibiting the values learnt in various fields.

| send rmy warmest greatings and pray "May the good Lord bless you and keep you always
in His care, "Let this temple of wisdom continue to be a Lighthouse providing meaningful
education, spiritual direction, guidance and leadership to students, parents and soclety.

Sr. Smitha CMC
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Sr. RICCI cMC

.'. Former Provincial Superior
4 i
MESSAGE
i |4
Itis a great occasion for 5t Thomas Cenvent School Paurd to rejoice. It is a landmark in the history
| of any institution to complete 50 yvears of its existence-these 30 years, a period of testing, growth
|

and survival. And let us thank God 5t. Thomas Convent School Pauri had seccessfully overcome all
these stages and today it can rejoice. We CMC especially Pushparam with-a legitimate pride join
this mood of celebration as we too are a part of this institution from its very conception.

SR. Ricoi CMC And as-a person, who had been watching this institution from its infancy, I am glad to record that
c g e S this milestone the institution reached Is as not a small thing, not a small achlevement, When Bishop
Former mmml ﬂ_ltPEI'lt!_r Gratian Mundadan CMI was appointed as the Exarch of Bijnar, what he inherited was a blank paper,
no churches, no convents, ne institutions. Just the snow-clad mountains and serpentine rivers.

Those days travel in the uphill mountains along the narrow roads were not that easy and

comfortable But Bishop Gratian, with his apostalic zeal, daring spirft, amicable ways motivated his
small team-a group of committed and hardworking priests. He himself was a reason for them to
leap into the dark. He visited every nook and corner of the Garhwall hills and was deeply convinced
that the immediate need of the area for its human development is education. To bulld up the instit- |
ution, its infrastructure, to equip it with proper staff ete. was not that easy. Much more difficult was
to convince the people about the importance and need af education. Some people were even
suspicious about our Entention in starting the institution. I

But the deep conviction, deliberate determination; untiring hard work, indomitable spirit and
friendly approaches and relationships of the bishop and the pioneer team created wonders in the
hills. 5o, fulfilling the words of the Holy Bible this educational Institution on the mountain tops, in
the true sense became the lamps it on hilis; shedding its rays of knowledge and wisdom.

Education, a birth right of every citizen, but was deprived of, dug to many reasons had become a
reality for the people of Garhwal.And among them, you the public of Pauri stands first in the list. |
do really recall and appreciate the humbie services and the great achievements the Bijnor diccese
made under the leadership of the first bishop and the pioneer team of hardworking priests and all
thiose who followed and kept up the initial spidit alive, and taken this institution to these glorious
heights and others whao collaborated with them.

My prayerful wishes to 5t. Thomas Corvent School Paurd, and may God’s blessings be with youin
abundance in the years to come.

Sr. Ricei CMC
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Fr. Mathew Vazhapilly CMI

Former Manager of St.Thomas School, Pauri

MESSAGE

5t, Thomas School Pauri is one of the most out-standing temples of learning, the pride of Pauri
Garhwal. This prestigious institution has completed 50 awesome years of Its presence and golden
service wonderful to behold. Taking shape with a humble baginning in the rented facility in Pauri
town around 1974 moved into the present magnificent campus. Early part of 19805 has made

Fa. M'“'":w unfargettable strides in growth in every respect. People, of Paurl especially the youngsters are
VaztapiLLy CMI witnesses to this fact. 5t. Thomas has grown as a beacon of light outstanding in discipline,
Former Mﬂﬁﬂuﬂf learning and excellence. | remember someone told me soon after the School buildings had come

5t. Thomas School, Pauri 1 up and were functional at the present site, they called it Garhwal's Taj =, Today it is more than
Taj, a holy temple of learning, of discipline, of excellence, helping hundreds of young lives achieve

their coveted dreams of a better education, -a success: filled future for themselves and our
country. | happened to be a part of this prestigious project in the mid-1980s. We praise Gad for
the phenomenal growth, Many of our Fathers have made pioneering work here to make this real,
| greatly appreciate and acknowledge highly creative vision, meticulous and incredible planning
and relentless efforts and the unigue pastoral wvision of Hiz Excellency Most Rev. Bishop
(Emeritus) Gratian Mundadan CMI in shaping this institution. His Successors, His Excellency Most
Rew. Bishop (Emeritus) lohn Vadakel CMI and present Bishop His Excellency Most Rev, Vincent
Mellaiparambil have continued and conzistently augmented it's growth. Pioneering works were
done by Rev. Fathers, Tom Jose Verumkal CMI, [Fathers Lucas Kaplarmala CMWI, Raymond
Mancherril ChI. Were associates, also Regent Thomas Podimattorn), John Vadakel CMIE [latar
became Bishop] Rev. Bro. Romidald Kalambatt as associate], Mathew Vazhappilly O {John
Mambia-pararmbil CAI - associate], George EdathiparambilChI, Thomasvazhappilly T which is
then taken by diocesan Fathers starting with Fr. James Thekkekaithackal. | need to highlight the
very important decisive role plaved by the CMC community in these endeavors. They have
remained unrelenting partners with their continuous support, great sacrifices and unified efforts.
Adventures of the pioneers, could be lengthy topic to dwell on.

5t. Thomas Convent School, Pauri o g (Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1973 -2023




Typical mountain village type facilities to live in, learning the local language (A mix of Hindi and Garhwali), mountainows culture,
and terrain, local travel: always on foot on winding up and down trail through the mountains, life style, food habits, limited
drinking water supplies, limited travel facilities, changing climate conditions that we could feel, see and experience -Winter,
Spring, Summer and Autumn. Winter is very challenging with nearly freezing temperatures, icy cold winds, and sometimes lots
of hail and snow leaving days without electricity. it has been challenging, but our Fathers and Sisters have weathered it bravely
and joyfully [most of them), all being ahways purpose bound. it is 2 unigque bond of love and trust, and unity of purpose that the
management Bishop, Fathers and Sisters, and teachers staff students and good-willed people of Pauri and nearby villages that
made this institution of 5t. Thomas unigue. | recall some, especially, families like- Wwor Chowfin Family, Rony Chowfln Family and
so on who lovinghy helped us start up-and get established. There have been many in Government administration too who were
very helpful to us. Once | was talking to students of Tenth {Class), and one amang them asked (lam paraphrasing hare) me-
“Father, what use is this for us that we learn-all these hersin the school, giving total attention to studies, being punctual,
regularity, being always truthiul, being neat and clean, no cheating, no copying, no fights, being always good mannered but out
there after passing Tenth, we are going Into very weird situations.™! told him it is a very good question.

-

We have been trying to give you some tools to work with. You hawve to challenge the world out there sometimes hostile, harmiul
and bad. Make your cholces, good ones and right ones. All discipline vou learn in the School &5 to help you and equip you.
Wherever you are; to discern-and make the right choices and right decisions set good and solid goals, and you will not regret in
life. Mever choose easy paths. You will have to sweat it out.

Another time, | was meeting with a bunch of studénts on their interval, a girl student, a 9th grader told me a story: She is
studying, staying with her Grandpa. Grandpa one day told her “l have sent you toa convent School. They will give you First Class
education, study well. They will love and care for vou alot. Do not fall into Srr-.- trap. | want you back with us". 50 1 asked her how
is it going? ‘She said "grandpa is right so far. My study here is going very well, Sisters and staffs are really good. It will surely help
me to be a good person”. Mast of the friends who were with her, agreed. | thought,” that is so good to know!."In conclusion,
thinking of Pauri : What comes to mind is the emvironment of the serene Hills of Pauri- Garhwal, always fascinating and enchanti-
ng, always rich with oxygen filled air, mind-blowing hill sides, lines and lines of pine and cedar, the oak trees, birds and wild
animals, fora and fauna, the systematically placed terraced gardens and fields, with tiny villages scattered around all these bring
an avalanche of memories that reminds me of a wonderful, peace loving peaple of Garhwal. Our worshipping community was
also very vibrant and unified. 3o, at this Golden Jubilee moments my prayerful heartfelt greetings to everyone, May God's
blessings continue to be with you all the tirmes to come.

Fr. Mathew Vazhapilly CWI
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Fr. James Thekkekaithackal

Former Manager of St. Thomas School, Pauri

MESSAGE

The Hill City of Pauri Garhwal in Uttarakhand has been blessed with the embrace of Snow
Clad Himalayas and 51. Thomas Convent School has adorned this beautiful city as a Tilak
on her forehead for the past fifty years. | have vivid memories of my association with this
hill town and its Tilak even before | was appointed as its manager in the year 1997,

e

FR. JAMES

St. Thomas School was a halting place for those who were traveliing further towards
THEKKEKAITHACKAL Badrinath, Chameoli and during those stopovers one could witness the hard work of the
Former Manager pioneer missionaries like Rev. Fr. Tom Jose, Sr. Franco CMC in moulding the future

St. Thomas Stﬁﬂ_lﬂ, Pauri \ bureaucrats and leaders of the country through this institution. There is no doubt that 5t. :
| Thomas School stands tall today on the foundation of their commitment and determina-

tion, i

| was privileged to experience the cooperation and involvement of all the people
especially of the parents of this small town. The government servants, the political leaders
and members of the civil society extended their cooperation and applauded every effort
of this missionary school as Pauri was not 3 stranger to the missionaries but had greatly [
benefitted from the activities of the Missionaries in the past.

5t.Thomas himseif was a pioneer who ventured into India to share the Love and
Compassion of Jesus Christ and | wish and pray that this institution as it completes fifty
years.of its presence in Pauri continue to carry forward the Mission of Educating young
minds with commitment and dedication in this challenging times as well, | am aware that
Rev. Fr. Jijo Palathinkal has been enthusiastically pumping joy and confidence into the
hearts of his coworkers and 5t. Thomas Convent School will always be a TILAK for the
Hill Town , Pauri. God Bless the institution and all associated with it.

=——

Fr. James Thekkekaithackal
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Fr. Dr. Johny Thazhathupuram

Former Manager of St. Thomas School, Pauri

MESSAGE

It s wikh immmende foy that | estend my eany congratulations amd prayerful wishes an the happy eocasion of the fublles of

St Thamss Convent Schogl, Pairl, Fifty years of commitment to the cause of education with the matte TCSERVE WITH LOVE,

sipmy up the secret of exceflence that thiz edugational institukion breathes today.

Half 2 centuny is nod & short span of tme for aneducations nstitution that has been striving 1o prowide guadity education to

. ! thie peophe of Paur-Garhwal. It was from very hemble beginnings in 1973, 5t Thosmas Cornent Schodl has grown leaps and
bounds, and now stands talf @and proGd with mpeessive budldEng, equipged with the latest inngwations in technofogy and

FH_ DR. JI]HH'\" beautiful Bandscaped gardens. The shool has grovwn from sirength to strength ender the able guidance of many penerous

RAM hearts.

TI“'IHATH“H'I S Vivekananda anoe said, “The sducation which does not hefp the cemmon peaple to eguip themseles for the strugghe
Farmer Mil’la{ﬂ!r of life, which dies rot being out Strength of character, & ot worth the namea. Real education & that which enables cne 1o

St. Thomas mﬂ; Pauri standd on one's hegs.” Here | recall the beginning of Intermediate section In our school, The education afier 10ch was difficult

i{ in Pauiri bown, which was filled with compéexities and increasingly challenging - sociafly, emotionally and gconomicalby, The
parents of the students requestad 1o begen an intermediate sthaal here IE was their himbie réquest and we too realised the
need of the time. To fulhl this mission, we had 19 face many challenges and difficulties. But 8 netwodk of noble hearts, able
rdneds anc deft kands did make the dream nko realiy The plus 2 session was begun with well-eguipped Labs and & well-
armanged lbrary, [ s grateful fo the ChWC sisters and teachers for thelr whobehearted co-pperation

Lopking back with 3 nostalgic feeling. it & not easy 1o forget tha twist and turns, and the ups and downs that has taken place
The armazing success of aur school and realizption of B goal i mede podsible due to the constant support snd co-operatian
af the esteemead parents, benefsctons and wellwishers | expresd my gratfude and appreciation 1o themn for their seiless
interest and support for the welfare of this snstitution,

There 5.3 certaln sense of safisfaction and prade dn acknowbedging 55 Thomas Comant School that has taken mpld strides to
establish itsedt as the keading school in Paori. This exditing jormey has been marked by a period of visionary planning.
siztained hard work, expasition of talent snd clear focus on aur wislon and mission,

Ouir shsol bakes it name fronm the Apactbe of Oheitt wiio his Become immoctsl for sl that be ctood for < fearéss in preaching
the truth and a relentless search for answers,

Catholic Dipcese of Bijnor-Garfiwal established educational institutions: in this region with a vision 1o promote brothorhaod,
lave, harmony, solidarity, whale round development of every child and Eorming a child 1o become better otizens of tomarro.
51 Thessas Carment Schaal, Pauri has excelled in all these fields i the past.

I wosild like to see this legacy recelve continuows nuerturing B the form of innevations and opporunites for all the
stakehodders of the school = the students, the teachers, the staff and the adminkstrators, who will then be able to work in
collaboraticn (o achitve the wynengy of excellence and empowerment that are the kallmardes of ary great nstitution.

In this Jublee wear "Wihen we hanour the past, we engrgize the fulure and the present becomed a celebration.”. On this joydul
oceaifon | lake the privilege to congratulate the management, the aall and sudents, the parents and the well-wishers,

MAY GOD BLESS EACH ONE OF US

Fr. Dr. Johny Thazhathupuram
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‘ Fr. C. V. Sebastian, Kiratpur

- Former Manager of St.Thomas School, Pauri

‘ MESSAGE

' The Golden Jubilee Celebrations of any ternple of learning is a poyous oocasion and it is eartening to note

that 58, Thomas School has produced mamy outstanding students who are-in service inour country with dis-
tirction and dedication. The institute has gained Its fame and name through the serdice of its studenis in all
walks of life.

These 50 years of academiic ife at 5t Thomas Schoot, Paur tave been eventful snd some instances trans-

5 : formational. The present publication, golden moments, which | believe is based on authentic infarmation
Fr. C. V. SEBASTIAN from the golden jubilee committes of the institute captures some of thie main events in its fife, and should
be of interest o the alumni,

Former Man.?ager It gi i joy ka | that the "5t Thomas school’ h lated half a.cent fits existe
3 ! . EIVES Mg Immyense joy earn a a5 5 a5 CpImpia dIT @ Wy O 15 EXislerig
St. Thomas School, Pauri to celebrate with visibie pride its: goiden jubiles, an important milestone in the fife of an institution
| dedicated to the ceuse of developing humanity. 5chool B a workshop white seif asteem, positive athitude

and confidence is to be built, where sharing, bearing, and friendship to be nurtured. Schoot is & home where
wi rediie the bashe psychological neads, the love, cere, support, marcy, sympathy and ampathy.

D% this- auspicious and historic occasion of Galden Gubilee, | wish the school imperishable glory and
presperity in the wears to come En the service of the nation,

As this prestigious school celebrates its golden julibes | too am happy that | had spent fiew years as manager
of the school, | consider it 3 God —given opportunity and privilege to serve this schood during that given tirme,
| arm confident, with God's blessings and with the collaboraticn and ceaseless efforts of the staff along with
that the students who are whole-heartedly supported by their pasents; this schoal can make & difference in
the lives af evirpane wiva steps in this mstitution.

Fow things that come to my mind during that time as | remamber was the issues connected with the traffic
expecially during the depacture time of the sfudents, o it Bappen: [Romany aress of e hills; the schob| bus
had real tough time to keep the normal flow to reach the students to their destination. But, indead, | was
really helped and supported by the administration and the peopbe,

| alse permseryber our Boyd of the erlcket team, during their Digdese level inter tchool competitions, althodagh
wi had few orcasions 83 champions in the cultural events which takes place Hme b time, it was heartening
ko feel that our boys hid performed well in thedr matches up to one shiort of the Anal with the Bmited sit-
atlons and facitithes we normally face in the hills,

It is really a refreshing experience that | had witnessed along with the children to accompary them 1o their
village exposure prograrmmes a5 part of thelr curriculurm, Whereby they usually put up very many Swireness
programmes and by which they get equipped themselves to face the hard reafities of life.

Fr. C .\ Sebastian
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Fr. Cyriac Kizhakkayil CMI
Director, Chavara Seva Samaj, Najibabad

Sl i

MESSAGE

e

| confer my warm congratulations to the management, staff and students of St. Thomas

schiool Pauri, as it celebrates 50 yvears of its existence.

| am extremely happy that 5t. Thomas is marching in consistency with its motto that is To

FR. l:"'ﬂllﬁ serve with love', When | fook back the past golden years, | see the providence of God all
KizHakKAviL CMI throughout its journey towards perfection and success. At this juncture together with the
Fﬂ_"ﬂﬂf'”ill_&#!r ) management and well-wishers my heart also whispers "My Lord and my God®,
5t. Thomas School, Pauri

Education is an on-going process of holistic formation and transformation. The
commitment and dedication of the management and staff are really praiseworthy in order
to enkindle this transformation in the hearts of young minds. | wish and pray that the end
product emerging from this institution May turn out to be a decent individual, well
mannered, compassionate, charitable, knowledgeable and friendly towards all creation in
order to build up a better society. The constant companionship of the heavenly patron
5t. Thomas may enable the institution to make steady progress in the field of education.

May the God Almighty continue to bless 5t. Thomas School in this year of Golden Jubiles
and years to come.

Fr. Cyriac Kizhakkayil CMI
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Fr. George Thekkumcheril

Former Manager of St. Thomas School, Pauri

MESSAGE

| am delighted to know as a part of the Golden lubilee Celebration the Thomasians, Pauri
are planning to bring out a magazine as a souvenir to mark the solemnity of the occasion.

. It is indeed a great moment of abundant blessings and jubilation forSt. Thomas school,
FR. GEORGE Pauri to reach up to the golden land mark of golden jubiles celebration of the institution,

THEKKUMCHERIL A house built on a hill top cannot be hidden. Similarly 5t. Thomas school has stood tall in
Former Manager all these years not only in the field of education but also introducing a prosperous and

St. Thomas Eﬂ‘iﬂﬂ, Pauri ) progressive culture in the whole District of Pauri Garhwal. During these past fifty years 5t.
Thomas convent school has left no stone unturned to explore, excavate and blossom the

potentialities of the young minds and hearts. It has helped numerous students and
teachers to shoot out from orbits to discover newer and more enhancing horizons in life.
Being the headguarters of the District as well as the Commissicnerate, the school plays a
vital role in shaping future leaders and strong pillars for the entire region. As a caring
mother, the school under the able leadership of Different Managers, Principals and effici-
ent teachers has spread its wings of blessings to numerous villages as well. The school is
devotedly committed to promote the rich and vibrant culture of Garhwal,

On this jubilant occasion, | would like to congratulate the Manager, Principal, the
members of the staff and the entire student body for such a great achievement.

May God Biess you

Fr. George Thekkumcheril
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Fr. Pious Philip

Former Manager of St. Thomas Schoel, Pauri

MESSAGE

It brings me immense joy and nostalgia to reflect upon the glorious journey of the past
fifty years as we commemorate the Golden Jubilee of St. Thomas School, Pauri,
Uttarakhand. | am honoured to have been part of this historic milestone as the Manager.

- - Today, | take great pleasure in presenting this write-up for the Golden Jubilee souvenir, a
Fr. Pious PHiLIP token of remembrance for this remarkable occasion.

B e e

Former Mallagar The inception of our school fifty years ago was not just the birth of an organization but
St. Thomas School, Pauri the planting of a seed that grew into an oasis of knowledge, innovation, and inspiration,

all the while keeping our core values and principles intact. Over the years, we have
witnessed countless success stories and remarkable achievements of our students,
faculty, and staff, all of which have shaped the very fabric of our institution’s legacy.

| extend my heartfelt gratitude to everyone who has played a part in shaping the legacy
of 5t. Thomas School. Remember, the journey does not end here; it merely marks the
beginning of a new chapter in the book of our achievements.

As we step into the future, let us carry forward the same spirit of innovation, collabora-
tion, and resilience that has defined us for the past fifty years. By carrying the spirit of the
Golden Jubilee celebrations, let us continue to achieve greater heights, leaving a lasting
impact on our society.As we turn the page to embark on the next chapter of our instituti-
on's journey, Together, let us continue to foster a community that values knowledge,
embraces diversity, and empowers individuals to make a positive impact on the world.

R P ————

With heartfeit wishes for a future filled with prosperity and success,

.-
=

Happy 50th Anniversary!
May God Bless you.

Fr. Pious Philip
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1 Fr. Dr. Mathew John
Former Manager of St. Thomas School, Pauri

MESSAGE

| am happy to learn that 51, Thomas Convent School, Pauri is publishing a Souvenir in con-
nection with the Golden Jubiles Celebration of the School. With great joy | pen down a
few words on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee Celebrations. Indeed this is a worth

Fr. DR. MaTHEW JonN milestone to celebrate.5t, Thomas School has a glorious past, enthusiastic present and
Former Manager optimistic future, As a result of Jast 50 years of service our country has got thousands of
_St.'Thqm_us S.M Pauri responsible citizens. | take this opportunity to congratulate the Management and Staff

of the past and present for their commitment towards value based quality education
imparted in this part of the country.

On this happy occasion of the Golden Jubilee, | pray to Almighty God to continue to bless
5t. Thomas School to deepen its spirit of dedication and pursuit of excellence in every
aspect of human and intellectual formation in the years ahead. May 5t. Thomas the
Apastle of Jesus intercede for you,

I wish and pray that 5t. Thomas Convent School will have a glorious future.

Fr. Dr. Mathew John
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Sr. Ranitta CMC

St Ann's Convent Muttom, Cherthala

MESSAGE

" | was immensely delighted to hear from you that the golden stars are sparkling in the
horizon of 5t. Thomas' School Pauri, as it is celebrating its Golden Jubilea, Instantly my
thoughts dashed on to the reminiscent pathways of my life in Pauri as the Principal of an

SH. ﬂlﬁ‘ﬂ'ﬁ CMC elfin institute with all its scarcity, But the Almighty held it close to His heart and shielded
Former Principal it to make it an amazing establishment today, Yes, it is indeed a safe haven of knowledge
St. Thomas Sﬂ'lﬂﬂﬂ.. Pauri to the sons and daughters of Pauri. My cordial felicitations to the management for this

excellent accomplishment. May the good Lord continue to bless, steer, inspire and escort
in ways He thinks best for you.

Sincerely Yours

Sr. Ranitta CMC

St Thomas Convent School, Pauri
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Sr. Joyee CMC

Former Principal of St. Thomas School, Pauri

g P -

| MESSAGE |
l, Golden Jubilee is an cccasion to rejeice in the Lord and to be thankful to Him for all His |
'{ mighty deeds. It is in His sheltering shadow this institution has grown up and flourished

1 to see the light of this glorious day.

—————— l( Foar half a century, 5t Thomas School Pauri, has successfully rendered commendable
SA. Jovce CMC service to the society in the field of education and total formation. It is a time of Jubilation,
Former Prim:ipal ||1'. a time to recall the countiess blessings of God to give thanks to Him for all the school has i
St. Thomas School, Pauri L been able to achieve in the past fifty years.At this goiden juncture, | am elated and :
: congratulate all those whose sincere efforts contributed towards the reafization of this
\ noble vision

It is @ matter of great honor, pride and delight that ten years of my humble service in 5t
Thomas Pauri constitute a part of these glorious fifty years. |

We should also thank Bp Gration Mundadan CM1 who had a dream to set up a school in
this remote hill area for the upliftment of the poor. Another unforgettable person to
. whom we should thank God for is Rev Bp John Vadakel- the pioneer of this school who
strived for the growth of the school. | would like to recall the untiring efforts and hard !
work put in by all the Principals and Managers and the staff of 5t Thomas Pauri that has
brought up this institution to the heights of academic excellence and a wholesome
stature.

May 5t. Thomas, the patron saint of our school, continue to shower abundant blessings
upon the school and everyone associated with it. May the school for eons to come con-
tinue to provide the students with many opportunities for their all round development i
Inculcating in them the values of social concern along with personal, intellectual and [
spiritual growth.

5r. Joyce CMC i
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Sr. Shibeena CMC

Former Principal of St. Thomas School, Pauri

MESSAGE

1 am detighted to learn that 5. Thomas School Pauri i bringing cut 2 special edition of the school magarine on
the completion of its Galden Jubiles in the field of education,

i o - I ove 1o remember with deep appreciation and gratitude the pioneers and all the past stalf of the school whe
) . . wirked tirelessiely since (15 fToundation, lourney of thousand miles beging with 2 singhe step. True to this Chinese
SR. SHiseeNA CMC proverh $t, Thomas school, Paurd began with 2 single step has successfully created exciting mile stones and
L witnessed colourful seasons,
Former Principal
. - "There will be obstacles, There will be doubters, There will be mistakes,
St. Thomas School, Pauri But with hard werk, there are no limits.”

| 5t Thomas had a legacy of looking at every challenge in the eye and overcoming it with utmost zeal and passion,
Indeed, 5t. Thamas has achieved commendable progress under the able and dedicated management & stalf,
There is always good rapport with the students because they consider teaching not as @ profession but as a
rission,

Jubllee i5 an apt time o celebrate its vivacity and proclaim s vitality, Aristotle once sald,” Educating the mind
without educating the heart is no-education at-all™. Let us endeavor constantly (o instill this quality in our childeen:
The best gift ong can gihve b another is 1o show. them their own wealth., Jesus was able to help the people to
discover the treasures hidden in themsebves. The staff of 51 Thomas can be proud of awakening in the students
the dormant potentialites and to discover thelr own hidden treasure and troe identity as children of God.

Attitude, Happiness, Optimism, Kindness, Giving, Respect is a Choice. Whatever choice you make, makes you.
Hence choose wisely.

Only God can change A Mess into Message A Test into a Testimany A Trial inte Triumph A Victim into Victory,

| Thiz falth i God makes you ronger” Faith i the bird that feets the light-and sings when the dawn is still davk”
] Mo one rises suddenly in the world, not even the Sun. Hence do not let people pull you into their STORM |, pull

. : them inko your PEACE. This expenience of God i helping the schood to Serve & love a5 a tamp for many in the field
. ‘I' of education. Rely on God and do things creatively & differenthy

i wich-and pray 5t. Thomas school, Fawrl to turn Gold to Biamond, Platinum and muech more. May Almighty God

biess the Manager, Principal, stalf & stedents.
¥ours Sincarely, ﬁﬁﬂ

With best wishes
&, Shibeana CMC

il

Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1973 - St Thomas Convent School, Pauri




Sr. Rosmi CMC

Former Principal of St. Thomas School, Pauri

MESSAGE

ISR S e SR

School is not only the basic foundation of knowledge but also a holy temple to mould the
students in values. The lessons fearnt at the school become real source of inspiration for
the students in the lives to come: The seed sown in the mind of children comes in to fru-

SA. HﬂSHIE.M tion at every step of life.
Former Principal Ower the yester years,5t.Thomas Convent School has rendered amazing service to the
st. Thomas School, Pauri people of Pauri.To complete 50 years- half a century, is a big achievement for the instit-

ution. At this juncture the memory of students who entered the portals of institution and
1 the inspiring managers, committed principals, vibrant teachers add beauty and colour to
the celebration, It is a matter of pride for all the persons who have been a part of this
family of 5t.Thomas fraternity.

Let the noble values which the school holds high may be lived by every member of this
Institution and let it spread to everyone who is connected to this Alma mater.| wish and
pray that the institution may turn into its platinum and later to the centenary in the
coming years. May the young minds be transformed and shine as jewels ever excelling the
human dignity and make a difference wherever they are.

5t.Thomas stands eract proclaiming the beauty of Himalayas giving every soul a touch of
natural beauty. | consider as my blessed opportunity to serve the institution for almost
half a dozen years. Let me join In expressing immense gratitude to God for all the worthy
parsons who offered thelr undaunted hard work and service to make the school to what
it Is today. Heartiest congratulations to the management, staff and students of St. Thomas
Comvent School, Pauri. Warmest greetings of Golden lubilee.

It -

Sr. Rosmi CMC
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{ Sr. Rita CMC

St Ann's Convent Muttom, Cherthala

MESSAGE

Where aver we are;, whom so ever we are called to serve, we do not need to do
sxtraordinary things, we are called to be presence of God’s love.

. : In the lap of magnificent hills stands out like a rising sun our beloved Alma mater. You are
Sk. Rita CMC a gift to those around you.

Former Principal

: [ cherish, and 1 am ud of baing a part of this temple of wisdam.
st. Thomas School, Pauri i s f

The simplicity of people, attracts everyone. Well knit staff, who tirelessly work for the
batterment of students in and out of time is great gift to the institution. Students are the
shining stars with high ambition to soar high. | am privileged to pen few lines on the
occasion of its Golden Jubilee.

St. Thomas Pauri, stands as a light house to direct everyone towards the right destination,
It is right blending in the fields of Art and Academnics that give birth to great souls, A band
of committed staff with total dedication, toll day in and out to be the true masters of their
own field. As rightly stated by Michelle Obama “ Be courageous and undeterred, and
persistently work hard towards achieving your goals. Do not let any external force get in
your way of achieving your dreams”.

| appreciate and congratulate everyone who in one or the other way worked for the
growth of this Alma Mater. You may dance like no one’s watching but everyone’s watching
because you are an amazing dancer.

Cangratulations................ =zod bless you all
5r. Rita CMC

St Thomas Convent School, Pauri




Sr. Sudha CMC

Former Principal of St.Thomas School, Pauri

MESSAGE

On the occasion of the celebration of the Golden Jubilee of 5t.Thomas Senior Secondary
School, Pauri, | am happy to send you my heartiest Congratulations and Best wishes and

- - also the assurance of very special prayers for the most abundant blessings of Almighty God
Sr. Suota CMC upon all of you.

_.__._.‘___:_._J_ A e e —

Former Prim:ip.al Half a century of honest striving in the pursuit of knowledge, fifty years of commitment to
St. Thomas School, Pauri the cause of education and five decades of untiring service to the society sum up the secret

of ‘excellence that this education institution breathes today. As we look back over the
milestone of half a century that the school has traversed, we recognize in it a sign of God's
tremendous Love, His providence and faithfuiness. | have all appreciation and praise for
the great work of our Managers, Principals and staff for their hard work with a spirit of
dedication and commitment. The school has been trying to excel in everything and you
have not spared any efforts or left any stone unturned in order to make steady progress.

Swami Vivekananda once said, "The education which does not help the common people
to eguip themselves for the struggle of life, which does not bring out strength of character
is not worth the name. Real education is that which enables one to stand on one’s legs.”
¥eeping this in view, 5t.Thomas School has been taking care of the character formation and
all round development of the students, making them self-reliant. | am sure, the school over
the years has been rendering a very great service to the people of Pauri and | am confid-
ent that the school will make further progress in all fields.

On this happy occasion, | wish you all the best and call down God's choicest blessings on
all your efforts.

5r. Sudha CMIC

5t. Thomas Convent School, Pauri (Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1973 -2023
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SA. Prasapa CMC
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I feel greatly hopoured and privileged to be chosen to lead 5t Thomas Corvent School, an
esteemed insttution with a cultivated and enriched history, as the principal. The golden befls that
ripple in the sky above 5t. Thomas school reverberates a tale of success. Half a century of sincers
toil in the guest of knowledge |, five decades of devotion and fifty yvears of unceasing service 1o the
soclety summarise the secret of excellence and distinction that this educational institution breathe
today,

We have reasons enough to glorify the colossal growth of the school that started in 1973 with a
handful of students. Ever singe its simple and humble baginning, the school has been thriving from
strangth to strength and has transgired today as one of the leading educational institutions af
Garhwal region known for its value based education, excellent infrastructure and dedicated staff.

When | flip the pages of the schaol’s history, my head bow down In reverence to all the stabwarts
whe have contributed to the instituticn from its humble beginning to its present progress, This
thrifling journey has been marked by a stretch of ingenious planning, diligent and meticubous
labour, and clear focus on the vision and its pursuir,

The school now celebrates S0 years of its sturdy foundation, captivating Infrastructure, lush green
ambience and tranguil aura. Al through these years the school has stood as @ gleaming light
dispelling the darkness of jiiteracy and instifling in hearts of the young:a thirst for truthfulness,
ethics, justice and service.

A chain of virtuowus hearts, competent minds and proficient hands have made thie goiden jubiles
year an ecsiatic and memorable one. | extend a big thanks 1o all the pioneers,, the staff both
teaching and non-teaching, the little angeis- the students and the parents who walked with Us
helping in the growth and development of 5t Thomas convent school down through the past 50
YEFFS,

Above all, my sincere and heartfelt gratitude to the Lord Almighty who has been the guiding light
in the progressive march of the school, As we crpss the portals of the golden jubilegyear, | gratefully
count the blessings showered upan us by the good Lord. | would like ta offer inthe eternal presence
af God all the students: past, present and future who passed and will pass through the threshold of
the schoal,

I would like to compliment the concerted efforts of the Editorial Board in bringlng out this jubiles
SOUNVEIT.

Sr. Prasada CMIC
Principal

St Thomas Convent School, Pauri
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Fifty Glorious Years of excelience, commitment, perseverance and adherence of 5t. Thomas
Convent School is certainly a celebration that calls to rejoice over the wonderful things
worked by the Almighty God. | bow before God in reverence for the abundant graces and
blessings and the loving and caring providence we enjoyed throughout these years. Itis a
joyful era in the life of 5t. Thomas Convent School, as it celebrates its golden jubilee. Our
School continues in its mission to enlighten the little minds to fiy to the heights of
knowledge. This jubilee is a time to rejuvenate, revitalize and refresh the nostalgic and sen-
F. J“ " FM.M-’HIHH AL timental memories of the journey of past fifty years.

Manager g With heart full of gratitude and appreciation, | remember Bishop Gratian Mundadan CMI,

- the pioneer who initiated the challenging responsibility to start this institution in the hill
station of Pauri, and Bishop John Vadakel CMI who fostered this institution into a higher
realm, We are indebted to Bishop Vincent Nellaiparambil who is nurturing this temple of
learning in the present scenario. We gratefully remember all the former Managers and
Principals who worked tirelessly day in and day out in leading this institution to its glory. |
take this opportunity to appreciate the great and valuable efforts of afl the teaching staff
Ty . and non-teaching and all the well-wishers and benefactors of this institution who have

P g
e i

s et o el ,  beencontributing in varied ways to achieve the objectives and goals of this institution since
I;:-f-”" = “*1 ' itsinception, This school has been an edifice of knowledge and wisdom for the last 50 years
_ J. ﬂ'm' w N | and | am sure the students who have walked through the sacred doors of 5t. Thomas
.-’ el m '-_'.k | Convent School feel gratefully contended to be a part of this place of learning. Our School
“contin " | remains committed in advancing into prime of life and constancy and reaching out to all
m i m segments of the society.
W o ﬁﬁﬂhn:!ghhaﬁf I'I The Golden Jubilee Edition of the school magazine is a landmark that witness to our
.';‘;_. krvciile 1g a iF growth, invigorates our passion and strengthens our imaginations and visions. It provides
v : ___;? J a wide spectrum and a large horizon of creative skills hanging from writings to editing and [
o F 7 even designing the magazine. | congratulate the editarial team for this selfless hard work
TERR SOl / and dedication that has resulted in the publication of this issue.
f Fr. Jijo Palathinkal
| Manager l
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MNestled in the lap of nature, Saint Thomas Convent School
which started in a shack has now transformed into a majestic
M structuré with an aura of warmth, bliss and wisdom. This
}’ J souvenir is not just a book but the heart and soul of the school

ﬂ'{ and I can assure you that you will sail through an awesome
ﬁj journey of your childhood. Circling around the sun fifty times

has enriched the school with versatility and made it affluent in
diverse fields.

ﬁ e Adve

Go and step once again into the world of rhymes and march
through the memory lanes, for, on each crossing you will shake
hands with vour fondest cherished memories.

_f-,.-p-: Genuine and Earnest efforts have been put by the school
management and Editorial board to make this string of
recollection, The Souvenir, a feast for you all.

Cﬁm Have fun reminiscing the past.

It is time to plunge deep into the sea of
nostalgia, gather the jewels of memories,
relive, revive and refresh the replenishing
reverie of the past for in your hand is the
golden jubilee Souvenir of St Thomas convent
school, Pauri Garhwal. A place where students
enteér as a plain slate and the unceasing toil of
the school inscribe on it the marks of valuable
values apart from knowledge ultimately
handing back to the society well groomed civie
citizen. The students, and the alumni of the
school, have ample of misty and nostalgic
moments to rekindle and celebrate . Here is a
wonderful opportunity to flip through the
pages of the 50 years history of the school as Left to right « {First row] Mrs. Gita Moudgil, S Prasada CME,

well as satisfy the craving of the memorable Fr. hijo Palathinkal, Mes. layanti Rawat
. ories of the past. (End nonve) ; Mr. Geete Rastat, Mg, Bhamati Lakheca, M Senjoy Juyal, W, Shavani Tamrla, Mek Pooet: Kegs
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S5t. Thomas Convent School, Pauri

A Rendezvous with the

Founder of the School

3ishop Gratian Mundadan CMI

The office bell rang, and there was a
call for me. I rushed and found Sr

Prasada, the principal of the

school, standing near the

window pondering over

something. My appre-

hensions grew wild, but

when sister said, "you

have to come with us

to Najibabad to

interview Bishop

Gratian Mundadan,' |

was wonderstruck.

Interview Bishop ji!!!.

I doubted at my own

capabilities. Will 1 be

able to do justice to this

mission? But One corner

of my heart was elated.

Bishop ji is a person grea-

tly praised and highly

revered by-each and every

Thomasian and for me - I
idolise him.

Thus commenced our
fateful journey towards
Najibabad with Fr. Jijo

Palathinkal, the manager of Saint Thomas
convent School, Rev. Fr. Jimmy Painukal and
Sr. Prasada, the principal of Saint Thomas
convent school on 12" April, 2023. The drive
was quite comfortable and at sharp 6 o'clock
we knocked at the gate of Provincial House,
Najibabad. Provincial House and me standing
there!!. Indeed it was a far-fetched dream for
me. But yes, lwas there. It was not a fantasy.

Soon we were standing outside a closed-
door with the name plate Bp. Gratian . Father
Jijo knocked at the door and we were called in.
From far I saw a-man clad in all-white, sitting in
his office chair, face towards his computer
screen intently doing something for his fingers
were moving on the keypad. [ was amazed -a
man of 90 years of age, at 6 PM, busy working -
- it was incredible. | straightaway went and
touched his feet. | heard a joyous voice,"A"ha
ha! Soitisyou". It was not my first meeting with
him. Bishop Gratian is a name familiar to all
the Thomasians. The air in the room scattered
optimistic vibes and to tell you frankly, I felt as if
[ was meeting my father. The same joy, the
same affection reflected on his face.

Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1973 -2023
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Father Jijo placed on his table, the questionnaire we had
prepared. Bishop ji asked us to freshen up and then come back after
sometime. It was almost 6:30 PM. [ was wondering at the discipline
and strength of this 90 year old man, but then why I doubted at his
potentials for he is THE BISHOP GRATIAN MUNDADAN CMI.

We were led to our warm and cosy rooms and after delicious
evening Tea we again, knocked at the same door with my heart,
bursting with anxiety. Sr Prasada and [ sat opposite to Bishop ji.
Holding the questionnaire in his hand, Bishop ji chuckled at the
questions and asked, "So you want to know every thing about my
childhood too". I said gathering courage, "yes, Bishop ji, | am curious
to know".

And thus began the pilgrimage - ( it was no less than a pilgrimage
forme).

Reminiscing the past, he recollected the memories of his small
town Koonammavu in Ernakulam District, where he was born in
1933. The gratification on his face sharing about his family is
unexplainable. He started narrating how his parents, an agricul-
turists, worked hard to take care of his six siblings and him. How
tragedy struck their family when two of his sisters passed away within
a span of 20 days due to an epidemic of which he too was a victim for
he ran high fever for 102 days and remained unconscious for 36 days
when he was six years old. God's immense blessings pulled him out of
the deadly tentacles. He laughed heartily when I asked him his
childhood name and immediately he said " Paappu".

After finishing his high school in Koonammavu, from Thevara
college he completed his intermediate. He joined Religious Congre-
gation and was sent to Madras to complete his Bachelors degree in
Mathematics, studied Theology and Philosophy in Dharmaram
College, Bangalore. Later taught in Sacred Heart College, Thevara.
He joined Kerala Catholic Students League, was giving retreats to
parish people and then finally came to North.

Choosing a rigorous path, leaving behind the cosy sojourn and
the warmth of the family is definitely not a child's play. It requires

Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1973 -2023 b - A

intense perseverance and profound conviction. So it was quite
obvious for me to ask what was the stimulus that inspired him to tread
this path. And, yes, it was his family members - his three aunts (Two
CMC sisters and one from the Holy Family) and one of his Uncles
who ignited the flame of Spirituality and Philanthropy in his young
heart.

[ could not put a tab on my acquisitiveness and asked what
pulled him towards hills. His reply touched my soul that a man left
alluring Kerala and came to such a remote place lacking comforts and
facilities with a drive in heart to serve the people. After starting a
school in Bijnor next year they initiated the plan in Najibabad and
Pauri to open school. Initial help of Ivor Chowfin to settle, to meet
The District Magistrate facilitated Bishop Ji's journey. The District
Magistrate insisted him to start an English medium school and
promised all possible help. With bare minimum facilities (not even
electricity) school started in 1973 when CMC Sisters lend a hand to
work in collaboration. Initially the school was named Vimala School
but later renamed as St Thomas Convent School. After moving from
one building to another he finally purchased this present land along
with Rev. Fr. Tom Jose CMI. Day by day and year by year School
climbed up the rungs heading towards success carving a paramount
niche in the tranquility of Pauri town..

[ cannot forget his sublime smile that radiated his face when |
asked him How different is Pauri school now since it's inception in
1973. He travelled through the memory lane recalling the time of
construction of the first building. The motive was that the building
should be rock solid and long lasting and thus emerged an imposing,
majestic structure with a captivating scenic beauty around. It was a
satisfying feeling for us when Bishop ji expressed his absolute joy on
the progress of the school.

[just listened with rapt attention to Bishop ji about his perception
about Success. Talking about this important aspect, he passed a
simple joyous smile and focused attention on the importance of
Focus and Concentration in student's life. I have been fortunate
enough to be a part of the life lessons delivered by Bishop ji during his

TRy St. Thomas Convent School, Pauri
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visits for the Board classes farewell and blessing ceremony. [ remember how we, the students as well
as the Teachers, used to quench our thirst of knowledge and wisdom by his rational and prudent
sermons. For the young readers of this Souvenir, he specifically talked about the importance of
Consistency, diligence and above all Prayers. If these three are clubbed together a child can do
wonders.

The august personality of our dear Bishop ji so distinguished with a towering charismatic
magnetism has always enthralled me. I really wanted to know how he felt when people adored him.
In a very plain and humble manner he replied that God has put him in a place, asked him to work.
He simply followed the path. He had pure conviction that working in collaboration can do marvels.
To create homely environment had always been his priority. Whenever he returns back to Pauri ]
school it is like coming back home for him.

L=

[ believe to take a life lesson from a man overloaded with experience is our delight. So
obviously how could I wind up this fruitful session without his precious counsel. He started by o 4
advising that we must have total trust and faith in the Almighty. Whatever field one is called to work,
one must be focused in that. The students must have a clear vision about their career plans. The
combined efforts are always fruitful therefore cooperation is a must.

Sr. Prasada asked Bishop ji what more can we do for the younger generation, our students, to
make them better human beings. According to Bishop ji, the students are well protected confined in
the four walls of the school. It is the prime duty of the Management as well as the staff to teach the
students to decipher between the darker and brighter side of life.

It was almost 8 p.m - the supper time. Though we wanted this session to never end yet we had
to take leave from Bishop ji. | really wonder that will [ ever get another chance to talk to him for so
long.

Geeta Moudagil
Teacher

S5t. Thomas Convent School, Pauri
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Fr. Tom Jose who reached the Bijnor
mission on May 16, 1973, had been asked
to go to Pauri and investigate regarding
the possibilities of starting a mission centre
there. Fr. Tom Jose, the first CMI Missio-
nary to the hills, reached the place on
June 12, 1973. He could, initially, meet some of the Methodist people
and befriended with them. Among them were Mr. Ivor Chowfin,
Mr. Silas. Mr. Chowfin welcomed him to his house for his stay during
the initial days at Pauri. He also introduced Fr. Tom Jose to various
people at Pauri. Fr. Tom Jose could make friendship with many a
people with his smile and broken Hindi and with a few words in
Garhwali. In a few days Fr. Tom shifted his stay in a small building near
to the town in the month of August 1973. He got an upper room in the
building on rent. But there was no stair to reach his room. He had to
use a plank with small pieces of wood nailed to it to guide his steps to
his room. Bro. Augustine Keemattom the first regent to Bijnor also
joined Fr. Tom Jose as a companion for some time. Later Fr. Tom Jose
shifted from the house to another room at Dandapani where a few
Nepali families were also residing. The roof of the room was so low
that even Fr. Tom Jose could not stand. The room was good enough at
that time to accommodate him and the few guests. They never felt
inconvenient even to arrange a kitchen in the same room. Later he
arranged a very small room as good as to keep sheep, for his kitchen
into which he had to creep in and do his cooking always sitting. After a
few days Fr. Lucas Kapiarmala CMI joined Fr. Tom Jose. Together they
started exploring new fields for pasturing.

Fr. Tom Jose who did great pioneering works at Pauri, the new
station, without any convenience whatsoever. He managed to
purchase the present school campus and got constructed the present
priest house with the help of local Garhwali masons and carpenters
and started living in it. On June 28, 1973 Fr. Tom Jose rented a
building from Mr A.B. Singh at Chopra for the CMC Sisters who would
join the mission shortly. They reached on July 16, 1973. The names of

St Thomas Convent School, Pauri
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Nefourney

Bishop John Vadakel CMI

the first group of sister were, Srs. Januarius, Geena and Reenet.
With their help Fr. Tom Jose opened a small room in the
township on September 17, 1973. The school was named as
Vimala School. In a week they could enroll a couple of students.
That was the beginning of the present prestigious
St. Thomas School today at Pauri with strength of more than
2000 students with no fail till today in the board examinations.
100% good results till today.

The house was later given to CMC Sisters for convent and
Fr. Tom Jose shifted into a house in the vicinity that was being
used by Bhotias. I also joined Fr. Tom Jose sharing the same
room with the least convenience. My stay continued in the same
room, Fr. Tom Jose was transferred from Pauri.

1. My stay at Dandapani in the Bhotia House:

I continued to stay at the Bhotia House on rent. The room
was so low that I could not stand erect. As I entered into the room
[ needed to sit on a mooda or a cot. Though the room was very
small in size a few guests also could be accommodated with me.
The kitchen was a small hut below on the ground that had been
used as a sheep hut. Only sitting in the ground I could cook my
scanty food. Drinking water had to be brought from a source a

Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1973 -2023
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little far. Cooking gas was not available those days. Only kerosene
stove was used for cooking. Once food was cooked it had to be
brought into the room to be served. No toilet facilities were
available. For natural call [ had to go to the jungle with a bottle of
water. There was no electricity connection.

In the beginning Convent was at Chopra. For every day [ had to
walk six Km. up and down to say mass at Chopra. Walking up and
down for another eight Km. to market was also regular. To go to
Buvakhal for mass everyday it was six Km. to walk. Altogether I had
to walk everyday twelve to eighteen Km. Once the Sisters were
shifted to the priest's house we changed our residence to Chopra.
In short nothing was felt impossible or difficult.

2. My Stay at Chopra:

At Chopra the stay was not as difficult as at the previous place. [ had
to walk every day for mass both to Buvakhal and Dandapani
walking altogether sixteen Km. Fetching water there too was from
the natural source. Self-cooking using kerosene stove has become
normal. Bro. Romuald was with me during our stay at Chopra and
he was very helpful for me. There too was also no electricity
connection. Only candle was the source of light.

3. Stay at Gadoli:

Since the diocese bought a plot of land from Mr. Ivor Chowfin our
stay was shifted from Chopra to Gadoli. Much of our difficulties
were reduced having better stay at Gadoli. Our means of travel was
bus, shared taxi or truck. Our stay at Gadoli added to our daily
walking and climbing the hill every day for mass at CMC Convent at
Buvakhal as well as to the Convent at Dandapani especially during
the winter season. Many a time we fell walking over the slippery ice
collected on the way. We had to meet wild animals like tiger,
panther and bear. Sometimes | had to return to avoid falling prey to
such animals. Br. Romald. Fr. John Manavalan and [ were together
staying at Gadoli. The death of Bro. Romuald and Fr. Manavalan
with eight of our beloved brother priests and brothers in the
accident at Satpuli in 1991 caused in me unfathomable great shock

e

—
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creating great vacuum in living at Pauri. Challenging all the painful
experiences we pulled on with our hard work at Pauri.

St. Thomas School at Pauri:

The growth of St. Thomas School had its own ups and downs.
The school was started with the name Vimala Convent School with
just two students whom we managed to get after waiting for many
days. With the help of the CMC Sisters, the strength of the school
slowly but steadily grew and the school was shifted into the
basement of the Bata shop opposite to Garhwal Sweet House.
Later Fr. Tom Jose was transferred from Pauri and Fr. John Vadakel
was appointed in-charge of Pauri mission station and Manager of
the school. Later as the number the students and sections went up,
new buildings were successively arranged on rent for five years, and
the school was partially or fully shifted into them. Finally, step by
step, all the classes were shifted into the shed built and the priest's
residence in the present school campus. All through the initial years
it was really very hard to search and find new buildings every year
and to shift furniture to the new building.

The new school building was completed with great efforts at
such difficult terrain in four years and blessed by late Fr. Varghese
Kottoor in the absence of Bishop Gratian; classes then were shifted
into the new school. Nursery classes continued functioning in the
shed attached to the Priest's residence. Once the second building
was completed all the classes were accommodated in the school
building. The school steadily grew in strength and quality. Till to
date all children passed out both in class X and XII with enviable
distinctions. In short God has been so gracious and generous down
through the 50 years in the envious Growth of St. Thomas School
for which the dedication of CMC Sisters has to be remembered with
thankful hearts. All the priests as Managers rendered their untiring
efforts to bring the school to its qualitative fame. Bp. Gratian
Mundadan CMI has to be remembered as the heroic captain who
sailed the ship of St. Thomas even in turbulent rough waters down
the years.

Bishop John Vadakel CMI

St. Thomas Convent School, Pauri
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Our Celebrated Pillars %

a
Bishop Gratian An ?rpinept. per.sonality, a conscientious man whose 2
Mundadan CMI initial initiatives and enormous efforts ironed
Bishop Emeritus of Bijnor out the hurdles in the germinal stage.
President of ESDB
1973 - 2009 (
:‘t e e 6 I'I .ﬁ" A celebrated and distinguished person whose deep Bishop John
ERTITE S knowledge and expertise in architecture gifted the Vadakel CMI
_ ) imposing buildings of St Thomas Convent School. _ _ 5
2 e | Bishop Emeritus of Bijnor
l:'-_'j-l.-f .'_ .. :' - ,:‘ ! 1
= III 3 President of ESDB 1
. . 2009 - 2019 |
::""r...-:r\- E |
o
- _.-:“. !‘1.

. . A man with firm ideology and magnanimity in his beliefs.
Bishop Vincent Gentility is his culture and far sighted vision his creed.

= e H i Nellayiparambil A man who lives to the motto

o 5 ; Bishop of Bijnor Miles to go before I sleep.
2 : -I;‘,fj ESDB since 2019 ¥ i
g 4 e 1 ameamea A gy v

) -@.“i"‘ . 5 St Thomas Convent School, Pauri
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BISHOP VINCENT NELLAYIPARAMBIL

| President of ES0B sincs 2009°
On the occasion of
SILVER JUBILEE Calebration of your Priestly Ordination.
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The pioneer who stood like a
steadfast rock to face the
preliminary challenges.

Rev. Fr. Tom Jose CMI
Manager from 1973 - 1975

; !'*E The Perfect Architect

',_ g . Who played the instrumental

270 - role of initiating, supporting
and designing the imposing
structure of the school building.

* Rev. Fr. John Vadakel CMI
- Manager from 1975 - 1983

- | = i -
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| The Visionary {

Who toiled incessantly to
welcome the students to the
new Home-the new building.

Rev. Fr Matthew Vazhapilly CMI
Manager from 1983 - 1986

- |20 The Promising

Loaded with empathy, he
trained the young hearts the
invaluable values of life.

ANVA

Rev. Fr. George Edathiparambil CMI
Manager from 1986 - 1993

St Thomas Convent School, Pauri




The Enterprising n The Affable

Who exhibited intense A constructive taskmaster
enthusiasm in digging the whose determined efforts - i e L
genius in students. introduced a step to the '_‘1 ’];,,-""_'-';:_- ¢ ‘:"';_r_f ]
‘ expansion of infrastructure. : Qe ] s
' s 5
Rev. Fr. Thomas Vazhapilly CMI Rev. Fr C. V. Sebastian “ e
E Manager from 1993 - 1997 Manager from 2010 - 2012 3 ] . 1;:&
: T

|| The Stead Fast || The cordial { ] ._’::iq_.l

Technology Enthusiast whose ; An Ardent social worker whose

: y .
strenuous efforts initiated a committed diligence fascinated N E W
Tech Wave in school. the chief minister to inaugurate Ol P
: the new building of the school. ,I:.il-- : “L" “.i?,f':{i?_
5 i I .0
Rev. Fr. James Thekkekaithackal Rev. Fr. Cyriac Kizhakayil CMI
Manager from 1997 - 2005 Manager from 2012 - 2016

m The Scholarly

Whose unabating passion and . B Literary craftsman who
ceaseless efforts upgraded the i strived hard to im_plant ethics
school to ISClevel. and virtues in students.

"

Bev. Fr. Johnny Thazhathumpuram Rev. George Thekkumcheril
o Manager from 2005 - 2010 Manager from 2016 - 2020

= '.F‘""ﬁ-"""""'i b-._dig_“__- = -lf [ ‘-j.r--"l-""ﬁ""b? "II'.,“III---r.-""'i
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o T e o The Genteel Aura . |l The committed Stalwart 5

el ' 3 A Composed person who ~ Embodiment of patience - =

e \ - worked with equanimity to : A Methodical planner who

e e run the show during the works with extreme precision 4

e P et . oy -2 = i )

ek Py Covid time. especially planning the 4

= ] : events of Golden Jubilee. =

_ Rev. Fr. Pious Mughaparambil Rev. Fr. Jijo Palathinkal :

. ] ’ Manager from 2020 - 2021 Manager since 2022

=5 R RN D Bt e e e i )
§ "/ Spirited Enthusiast

fr s - 4 ﬁ Tech Enthusiast who introdu- £

;'f s - '® L ced the school to the various :

=iy social media platforms. v

Rev. Fr. Mathew John
Manager from 2021 - 2022

_ In the illustrious span of fifty years, the collective leadership and
*. visionary stewardship of all the Managers had added a spark to the

--'r £ b school's evolution and ascension to remarkable heights. They invested
ST 4 B their zeal in infrastructure, development and modernisation initiatives
: .2 ensuring that the school remains at the forefront of educaticnal
P excellence. As we celebrate this milestone anniversary, we extend our

:;}:"',;_w-'i i heartfelt gratitude to these leaders.

, Pauri



The able admmlstrators

First promising Principal
Who tackled all odds and

confronted all initial challenges
with her indefatigable spirit .

Rev. Sr. Januarius CMC
Principal from 1973 - 1974

. The Humane

Though her stay was short yet
impactful maneuvering adverse
situations deftly.

+ . Rev. Sr. Finia CMC
~ Principal from 1974 - 1974
‘r " . L)
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The Gracious

Pioneer of CMC mission- One of the first

challenges and faced it courageously to
take our institution to greater heights.

Rev. Sr. Alfred CMC
Principal from 1974 - 1977

An epitome of Reliability and
Punctuality who carried the
functioning of the school with
her agility.

TR _
e 1T

Rev. Sr. Ranitta CMC
Principal from 1977 - 1978

f
to settle in an unknown land. Her zeal ©
and enthusiasm paved the way to new ':,____ -
Ty




Gentle, humble and modest,
she led the troupe forward
following the Divine path.

Rev. Sr. Mable CMC
Principal from 1978 - 1979

=)
;.-E".'L ] With her promising potentials,
E . she could face the toughest
. challenges courageously.
' - Rev. Sr. Shanti CMC
| Principal from 1979 - 1983
ot e L
‘.-. ke III ,.., ...............................................................................................
¢ .
"{, E y ¥ A perfect disciplinarian fondly
e L E, remembered for she left an
H D} . indelible mark on the heart of
¥ ., fs Pauri town.
=% H - Rev. Sr. Franco CMC
- 5 : Principal from 1983 - 1995
e R
e '-I.' = J e
- 53 S
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Commitment Personified

An ideal teacher, an excellen_fr:
mentor, a peerless guide and
avital spark of the school. A

Rev. Sr. Joyce CMC
Principal from 1995 - 1999

Possessing a religious essence,
her presence charged the air
with spiritual vibes.

The Benevolent f

Rev. Sr. Rosebel CMC
Principal from 1999 - 2000

The Perfection Personified

Prayerful at heart, genteel
aura, absolute motivator with
irreproachable spirit.

Rev. Sr. Shibeena CMC
Principal from 2000 - 2007

St Thomas Convent School, Pauri




The Immaculate

Went an extra mile to pave the
path for initiating the process of
upgrading the school to ISC
level.

Rev. Sr. Tessin CMC
Principal from 2007 - 2008

The Impeccable
ﬁ Not only organised, professional

and approachable, but she was a

' leader of excellence always
striving hard to push the students
and teachers to excellence.

Rev. Sr Rosmi CMC
Principal from 2008 - 2014

. The Diligent

¥ ' Agility in actions, a great

¥ visionary and her effective

- strategies made her a good
s guide.

i

S5t. Thomas Convent School, Pauri

" I_%ey. Sk-Rita- CMG embracing the future. Our sincere gratitude and heartfelt
- Principal from 2014 - 2017 -
T appreciation to these torchbearers. £
i ke .. _ P
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The Pragmatic

=% A Charismatic personality ==
ey with undaunted spirit whose
p presence took the school to %
new heights.

Rev. Sr. Sudha CMC
Principal from 2017 - 2019

The Meticulous i ]
16" March, 2019... Being an incre- {
dible problem solver, consistent in %

maintaining discipline, promotes * " E

collaboration and effectively strea- Nz

mlines all events. s "

Rev. Sr. Prasada CMC
Principal since 2019

Over five decades, the school Principals have been the
guiding force behind our institution's remarkable journey
of growth and success. Under their able guidance, a
culture of academic excellence has flourished. By ;
providing conducive environment that values quality |
teaching, they have empowered students to realise their -
full potential. They have honoured the past while

Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1973 -2023




The Replemsllmg Reverie of ﬁ"-!!r
Fifty Glorious Years

Commitment 1
Adherence
Devotedness g,

years of Perseverance

Presenting before you the riveting journey of 50 glorious years of excellence of the temple of learning,
the Saint Thomas Convent School, Pauri. Address of numerous adventurous forest, place rewarded
b awsesomee views, nestled in the lap of nature, an ideal place to escape from the hustle and bustle of
chirpu environment-yes, it is the charming town Pauri where divinity and serenity prevails. Situated
3 lum away from the heart of the town stands the majestic seat of knowledge - The St Thomas convent
s hool and hidden in its heart is the tale of 50 celebrated years.

!

Entering into the Golden Jubilee is indeed a celebration that calls to rejoice over the wonderful
wonders worked by the Almighty. St Thomas convent school has circled around the sun fifty times
and the Divine canopy could always be experienced in every walk of it's journey.

God has been there
Every step of the way
We praise God for
His strength in all things.

A seedling fifty years ago, today has flourished
into a full bloom substantial tree. For five
decades the school has worked day and night
selflessly to chisel and carve the future of Pauri
town.

e e o ae i B anamea A o
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15® ﬁpnl 19?3 With Divine I:llessmgs. a fland
measuring 5 acres was registered at Dandapani
bo construck the school.

" 450 per month due to the rising strength and lack of space. But soon shitted to
pnﬁt house in Dandapani thus Commencing the voyage with one bus.of Garhwal

9 Julg,r 1975--The school was shifted to Upper Bazaar, Agency area in a rented space
manidal,
?

Aprit 19781+ .ﬁ.nr-ual day celebrated ' April 1978 - School building illuminated with the :
|A cue that school was spreading its wings) long-awaited electricity connection _

¥
g
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May 1978 - The school’s
air buzzed with the first telephone ring

With aching heart July 1980 KG section shifted in Pauri due to lack of space

The Blessed Era Initiated

April 1981--The fateful day when the foundation stone of the school buikding was laid by

Mr G B Pandey, the then DM and Bishop Gratian Mundadan was the henoured guest

The New Home

February 1984 - The school
& was shifted to the new
t . building. The ecstatic

echoes of students filled
* the air.

TMay 1983—A day of
merriment for the KG
section was shifted back
“from Pauri town to the
« Main campus.

S5t. Thomas Convent School, Pauri

Wovember
1979
School
assembly
reverberated
with new
drum <et

February 1986:-1st batch of three |

students - appeared for the board 1| :_-:
examination. As the school had not | :
been awarded affiliation from CISCE | 4 &
59 they were faken to 5t Joseph | k.

school, Kotdwar A thrving seccess, for
students passed with flying Colours .

S — T e




Comforting
Consolation

COUMCEL FOR THE IRDIAK SCHOOL CENTIRCATE EXAMINATIONS ©
Fompul i, ol P, P8, Wt P, M Do - VDD
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July 1986-Rolled the R
tyres of 3
the school's first bus 14™ Dctober 1986 - The first big flight when school received

affiliation from the council of Indian certificate examinations.

—

Womentous {

Wioment i/

September 1998

School celebrated its Silver Jubilee. A big day,
celebrated with great pomp and show. Much glory
was added to the day by the presence of Rev Bishop -
Gratian Mundadan who was the esteemed: Chief
Guest of the day:
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The schiool marched ahead, gradually picking up pace, rising, higher and higher with each passing day. It did n‘a l:lr.st ﬁ'{ .'
provide a space for all students to thrive, encouraging students by providing platform for creative a;mn:ran:hes 1o think -
putside the box. Each session was swarmed up with ample of activities-each major event was celebrated with immense: ﬁi
keenness and enthusiasm, The days were happening and school life was phenomenal.

- Towards the path of accomplishments ' ﬁ "
Jue 2008 — School received approval letter from the coundil for introduction of I5C i

A Step Ahead i

A

April 2010-The strenuous efforts of Reverend Sr Rosmi and Rev. Fr Johnny painted the canvas of Saint Thomas school
with myriad shades as the school was upgraded to 1SC level, The prestigious announcement was proclaimed by Rev Fr
Vincent Nelliaparambil, The present president of ESDB-The Bishop.

Enhancing Aura
2010-5tretching its wings
The foundation stone of new building was laid by school’s pioneer Bishop John Vadakkel CMI.

A step towards Technological Advancement

August 2012-English lab was inaugurated by Rev Fr Joe Philip CMI.

Another |
Feather
' in the
Cap

A red letter day in the School's history for the then Chiieimlﬁ[nism_ut-:
Uttarakhand Mr Harish Rawat blessed the Thomasiart Family by his Elites
presence on the Annual day of the School. The inauguration of the news
wing by the benign hands of The l.'_hh&f Mlnl:-.ter wils a s-upfeme I:',ules

M '-W""w""_'ﬁ-...—-
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May 2012~ Mahima Rawat topped the
whole Diotese with 94.3%
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School was shut down due to Covid but not dosed as regular Online Classes were conducted, 3
Later offline classes were initiated under strict SOP rules laid by the government ]

& huips:/pavrischoolin
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(World's highest motorable pass)
Siddharth Rawat

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Mimisha Rana
fenteh 15E7
Presbdent

Sandesp Aawat
Baich 1596
Secrotary
st

Manjusha Patel
Batch 1580

. Emecutive Member

Anuj Kirnothi
Batch Xit4
Treasurer

Huldeep Kunwiar
HBatch 1989

Punita Gusain HWeha Kala
frtch 1380 Batch 1901
Executhve fembaor Erecutive Bember
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Reminiscences
oia

Teacher

Sr. Preema CMC

The most beautiful things
in life are not things
they are people, places,
memories and pictures
they are feelings and moments
and smiles and laughter

Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1973 -2023
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On the hilltop strikingly silhouetted against the evergreen Deodar
and Apple orchards is St. Thomas school. It stands as tall as a Pinnacle
of excellence as it celebrates 50 years of its existence echoing the saga
of a fulfilling mission in the field of education.

Milestones are nostalgic moments to remind us of all our
phenomenal accomplishments, the formidable and smooth part
traversed to be what it is today the premium school with outstanding
performance and exceptional co-scholastic success. It is said the best
memories of our life can never be captured in pictures they are always
captured by the heart. Working as teacher in the early years of its
existence was an experience in itself. Sr. Franco and the small band of
devoted and totally committed teachers and a little above hundred
students formed the school fraternity at that time. The school was a
home away from home. School and home were synonymous.

The school aimed at imparting education not just for livelihood
but for life itself, Teaching theories definitions formulas and languages
were juxtaposed with lessons of compassion, empathy, honesty,
truthfulness, care of school property all invaluable to school life
learning.

A temporary shed adjoining the sisters residence was the school.
The ground floor of the sisters residence was the principal's office and
classrooms during school hours to be converted for the use of sisters
after school time.

The scene of the monkey chase is etched as a visual memory in
my mind. Monkeys were a menace when the apple trees were fruit
laden. The sight of monkeys gave wings to the children playing on the
ground. Hordes of monkeys were chased by a small horde of children
within minutes, a task close to their heart and the gleeful climb down
as Kargil victory. All this did not last long for soon new building came
up and with it many changes. Remarkable and memorable moments
at school abound in childhood wealth. Memories are timeless
treasures of the heart.

St. Thomas Convent School, Pauri



The joy and excitement on the transition from the make shift
shed to the tall majestically beautiful silver grey building knew no
bounds. However with it came a charter of new rules hitherto
unknown for discipline and cleanliness of the building- walk in a
single line, no running or jumping on the stairs, hands to be off the
railing and many more but all were meticulously followed that
even after 5 years the school had an absolutely new look. School
life is a combination of the concrete and the abstract what a
student consciously learns and what he or she picks up
unconsciously and what he unconsciously picks up shapes his
destiny.

The school grew each year. I recall the ICSE board exam of
the first batch in 1986.The examination centre was at Kotdwar
104 km from Pauri. It is with much nostalgia that [ record this
event. There were two boys and one girl in this batch we reached
Kotdwar 2 days prior to the examination and we were given two
classrooms in St. Joseph's school for our stay. The boys occupied
one room while the girl and [ stayed in the other room. As a hen
looks after her chick. I followed them everywhere as they were far
from home and nothing should affect their studies or their
examination. we returned back to pauri after 10 days of Gurukul
experience and this connectedness has grown through the years. |

S5t. Thomas Convent School, Pauri
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enjoyed teaching as much as they enjoyed coming to school and
this was the experience of every teacher at St. Thomas.

Teaching tugs at the heart, opens the heart and even breaks
the heart and the more one loves teaching the more heart
breaking it can be. The following year the school was granted the
permission as an examination centre and this time we became the
host to the 10th standard students of St. Theresa's school Srinagar
for two consecutive years. One classroom became the kitchen and
4 classrooms for their stay as years passed, the school grew and
three batch of students had passed out when I left school. The
connectedness, the bond of understanding with the parents of the
students all grew in aplenty as they saw the fruit of the trust they
putin us in their children. The very people who were apprehensive
about convent education became advocates of the same. Our
children through their life were our brand ambassadors.

The school has grown tremendously through the years and
made a name for itself in the most endearing way Pauri and
St. Thomas school does cast it's magical spell on every one who
has been a part of it. Even years later the mention of Pauri and
St. Thomas school opens the floodgates of one's memory and
makes you lost under its charm. Five decades have passed Still
every event replays in my mind.

Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1973 -2023
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An enduring connection

My connection with STS dates back to almost 40
years.

In the early 1980s , Sister Franco the principal of STS
wanted me to come and join the school. However, I had
seen my mother, a teacher, bring home lots of corrections
every day, so it's the last thing | wanted to do!

[ decided to go to the school to turn down the kind
offer, little realizing what [ was up against. Sister Franco
took me out of the office and shoved me into a class to
teach! There started an extremely rewarding journey of fun
and laughter, coupled with very hard work.

We were just a handful of teachers. There was no
Google, wordbooks or any such thing as 'tuitions'.

The board class students would walk to school right
through their winter vacations for Bio and Chemistry
classes with sister Franco, English with Sr. Preema and then
all the way to my home in Gadoli for History and
Geography..

There was plenty of space for games and sports. We
had a lot of co-curricular activities. The children put up
plays such as 'Snow white and the seven dwarfs' and
Shakespeare's "Taming of the Shrew'.

One year, sr. Preema and [ were driven all the way to
Meerut by Father Manager to collect materials for
exhibition. Mrs. Satya Joshi would get the girls ready with
Indian dances and the KG kids under Mrs. Inez would put
up Christmas programs.

[ recall taking the girls of class X for a trip to Dehradun
for a Geography excursion and a trip with Father George to

Golden Jubilee Souvenir 1973 -2023

Mrs. Indira Chowfin
Former Teacher, STCS

Tehri Dam. It was wonderful
how closely the children
interacted with the teachers.

In the end [ would like to
pay a tribute to Sr. Franco.
She would always stand up
for the right thing and never
give in to any pressure. All the
children were equal in her
eyes.

She tried to inculcate the
values of integrity and
honesty among her staff and
students as well.

As the school grows, |
would urge all the students,
both past and present, to
hang on the values of STS,
loving and serving others,
standing up against evil,
being loyal and without
malice and envy. Do not give
in to pressure and then you
will shine out like stars in the
world. God Bless you all.
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Si. Thomas, an unforgetiable journey

After getting married I came from plains to the beautiful hilly town of
Pauri in November 1981 and was lucky to be selected as a teacher in St.
Thomas Convent School Pauri in June 1982. When [ joined the school , the
main school building was under construction. The school was up to seventh
standard and it used to run in a small building.

During my stay in this prestigious institution I learnt a lot from my
principals, staff and even realized that students are also your great teachers
and inspiration. From my seniors [ learnt how to manage the various roles of
a teacher, the various challenges of teaching and how to connect with the
students.

-
o Numerous ideas, perspectives and arrays of talents were inculcated in
: me during my service at §t. Thomas. The qualities of self esteem, team work,
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Mrs. Satya Joshi
Former Teacher, STCS

healthy and competitive spirit, helping , sharing
and caring, honesty and commitment to truth-
fulness, sincerity, sense of responsibility, quality to,
judge the right and the wrong became a part of my
life, thus developing my overall personality. For this
[ will always remain thankful to my Rev. Sister
Principals, staff members and the students, with
whom I had the privilege to work.

| fondly remember my association with Sr.
Franco, under whose guidance I spent the longest
time. She was very strict but hardworking, affectio-
nate, caring, loving, supporting and a pillar of
strength for all of us.

The school ensures that the students develop
strong moral values and character in addition to
excellence in academics, co curricular and
extracurricular activities.

May the school continue to excel scale newer
heights in the years ahead.
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Mrs. Shubhashree Singh
Former Teacher, STCS

It was 19th February 1995 when I landed in Pauri, from faraway Ranchi,
which was then in Bihar. From the window of my house I used to see
students of my neighborhood going to this school - set against the scenic
Himalayas - every morning in their white and maroon school uniforms. In
1998 the school celebrated its 'Silver Jubilee' and next day my
neighborhood children described the event so beautifully that I felt a strong
urge to visit the school immediately.

My dream eventually came true when [ joined the school as a teacher on
11th August. 1999, I still recall the day vividly because the feeling was as
exciting as going back to my own school days.

On the very first day [ met with Father James, Sr. Rosebell and Sr. Shibeena
who welcomed me warmly. | was extremely nervous when | was asked to
teach a chapter from Biology in grade VIII but Sr. Shibeena held my hand
and convinced me to have faith in myself. That was indeed, very
comforting. From then on my journey at St. Thomas School Pauri was a
very enjoyable one even with the challenges that the role brought with it.

Today, when Ilook back on my stint at the school, I realize that those were
some of the best days of my life. Even now my ex students greet me on
"Teachers' Day" every year that | warmly reciprocate. [ will not be wrong in
saying that it was they who helped me discover the teacher in me. The
bond that I shared with my colleagues has endured the test of time and
turned into beautiful relationships over the years that I will continue to
cherish all my life. [ always feel indebted to the Almighty for making me part
of this great institution and bringing such people in my life who helped me
to evolve into a better version of myself.

[ wish all the Thomasians - Administrators, Teachers and Students - a very
bright, happy and successful future.
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Former Teacher, STCS
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' Mrs. Shanti Dobhal
Former Teacher, STCS
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Mr. Mukesh Sadana
Former Student, STCS
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